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Usage/Deployment Instructions
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Deployment Instructions - OpenClaw on Ubuntu VM
Overview

OpenClaw runs securely on the virtual machine using local-only access.

To use the web dashboard, you connect through an SSH tunnel from your local
computer.

No public ports or domains are required.

Prerequisites

e An SSH client on your local machine
Linux / Ubuntu: built-in ssh
Network access to the VM via SSH (port 22)
Step 1: Connect to the VM
ssh <username>@<vm-public-ip>
Step 2: Initial OpenClaw setup (one time)

openclaw setup

quest@localhost:~$ openclaw setup

¥ OpenClaw 2026.2.6-3 (85ed6c7) — I can run local, remote, or purely on vibes—results may vary with DN

rote ~/.openclaw/openclaw.json
orkspace OK: ~/.openclaw/workspace
Sessions OK: ~/.openclaw/agents/main/sessions
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Step 3: Configure gateway for secure local access

openclaw config set gateway.mode local

quest@localhost:~$% openclaw confilg set gateway.mode

W OpenClaw 2026.2.6-3 (85ed6c7) — Claws out, commit in-let's ship something mildly responsible.

Updated gateway.mode. Restart the gateway to apply.

This ensures OpenClaw is accessible only from localhost.
Step 4: Create a secure access token

Generate a token:

openssl rand -hex 32

quest@localhost:~$ openssl rand -hex 32

d86efd9al7f2fc1d5d52479396efd15667d1de®@7d9b3efbcadclcdfd4728e6df

quest@localhost:~$ openclaw config set gateway.auth.token d86efd9al7f2fc1d5d524f9396efd15667d1de@®7d9b3efbcadc
8e6df

¥ OpenClaw 2026.2.6-3 (85ed6c7) — curl for conversations.

Updated gateway.auth.token. Restart the gateway to apply.
quest@localhost:~$ openclaw gateway

¥ OpenClaw 2026.2.6-3 (85ed6c7) — I speak fluent bash, mild sarcasm, and aggressive tab-completion energy.

[canvas] host mounted at http://127.0.0.1:18789/_ openclaw__/canvas/ (root /home/quest/.openclaw/can
[heartbeat] started

[gateway] agent model: anthropic/claude-opus-4-6

[gateway] listening on ws://127.0.0.1:18789 (PID 2967)

[gateway] listening on ws://[::1]:18789

Copy the generated value, then configure it:

openclaw config set gateway.auth.token <your-generated-token>
save the generated-token somewhere need this to access Ul.
Step 5: Start the OpenClaw gateway

openclaw gateway

OpenClaw 2026.2.6-3 (85ed6c7) — I speak fluent bash, mild sarcasm, and aggressive tab-completion energy.

[canvas] host mounted at http://127.0.0.1:18789/_ openclaw__/canvas/ (root /home/quest/.openclaw/canvas)
[heartbeat] started

[gateway] agent model: anthropic/claude-opus-4-6

[gateway] listening on ws://127.0.0.1:18789 (PID 2967)

[gateway] listening on ws://[::1]:18789

[gateway] log file: /tmp/openclaw/openclaw-2026-02-67.1log

[browser/service] Browser control service ready (profiles=2)

Leave this command running.
Step 6: Create an SSH tunnel from your local computer
From your local machine (not the VM):

ssh 18789:1localhost:18789 <username>g<vm-public-1ip>
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ssh -L 18789:localhost: 18789 <username>@-<vm-public-ip>
Keep this connection open.

Step 7: Open OpenClaw in your browser

On your local computer, open a browser and go to:

http://localhost:18789/?token=<your-generated-token>

Example :

http://localhost:18789/?token=d86efd9a17{2fc1d5d524f9396efd15667d1de07d9b3ef
bca9c1c4fd4728e6df
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http://localhost:18789/?token=%3cyour-generated-token
http://localhost:18789/?token=d86efd9a17f2fc1d5d524f9396efd15667d1de07d9b3efbca9c1c4fd4728e6df
http://localhost:18789/?token=d86efd9a17f2fc1d5d524f9396efd15667d1de07d9b3efbca9c1c4fd4728e6df

c @ localhost18789/overview Y = O

OPENCLAIV Health 0K .

Overview

Gateway Access Snapshot

Overview

ws://localhost:18789 d86efd9a17f2fc1d5d524f939

agent:main:main
nfa 16s ago

Connect Refresh

Use Channels to link WhatsApp, Telegram, Discord, Signal, or iMessage.

C @ localhost:18789/chat?session=agent%3Amain%3Amain

OPENCLAW * Health 0K

agent:main:main v

New session

Stopping OpenClaw
To stop the gateway:

e Press Ctrl+C in the terminal where openclaw gateway is running.
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